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2024 Highlights

First Year of  
Civics Education 
Program a  
Big Success 
Fairfield Museum is a lead 
partner in the statewide Civics 
Education for Connecticut 
Students Project. In its first year, 
the program welcomed 1,244 
K-5 students from Fairfield 
and Bridgeport Public Schools 
who learned about regional 
history, voting, debating ideas, 
and how to become more active 
participants in the community. 
The 3-year Civics in Education 
program will eventually inspire 
more than 100,000 students 
statewide to become the 
democratic leaders of tomorrow. 
Additional support for the 
program has been generously 
provided by TD Bank.

Celebrating  
Christmas  
in July
Families love attending the 
Fairfield Museum’s annual 
Holiday Express Train 
Show in December, so this 
year we launched a special 
Christmas in July Train 
Show that drew more than 
600 kids and families who 
enjoyed crafts, storytime 
with the Fairfield Public 
Library, and, of course, 
model trains!



Adult Programs
The Fairfield Museum provides a growing list 
of programs for adults. More than 100 attendees 
joined us for our Spring 2024 Speaker Series, 
“People & Place”, that explored how Connecticut’s 
natural landscape has shaped our history. History 
Bites, the Museum’s popular lunchtime lecture 
series, welcomed more than 250 people who delved 

into topics like oystering 
in Long Island Sound, the 
1964-65 World’s Fair, the 
Gilded Age in Connecticut, 
and more. Our walking tours exploring Fairfield’s 
architectural history, the Burning of Fairfield, and 
other topics continue to sell out. Be sure to sign up 
for our e-newsletter at www.fairfieldhistory.org to 
hear about upcoming programs. 

Tavern Night!
To commemorate the 200th anniversary of the 
Marquis de Lafayette’s triumphant visit to Fairfield 
in August of 1824, the Museum hosted a delightful 
evening of fun, food, and drink at the historic Sun 
Tavern. Guests—many in costume—were treated to a 
visit by “Lafayette” and tavern songs by Cliff Haslam 
and Joseph Morneault (pictured).

Inaugural  
Lunar New Year  
Celebration
In February, the Fairfield Museum 
welcomed more than 400 people for our 
first annual Lunar New Year Celebration. 
The festivities included a lion dance 
featuring The Scholar’s Martial Hall, 
delicious dumpling samples from the 
Grumpy Dumpling Company, storytime 
with the Fairfield Public Library, live 
animals from Earthplace, and a special 
classical Chinese dance performance by  
Li-Garden Dance Company. In addition to 
inviting new audiences to the Museum, the 
celebration embodied the Museum’s value of 
creating inclusive experiences for Fairfield’s 
diverse communities. 



Fairfield Museum Wins 
Prestigious National Award

Fairfield Museum has 
been honored as a 2024 
Leadership in History Award 
of Excellence winner by the 
American Association for 

State and Local History. The award recognizes superior 
and innovative achievements in the interpretation of state 
and local history that makes the past more meaningful to all 
people. Our newly renovated Creating Community: 400 Years 
of Fairfield Stories exhibition has received national recognition 
for its ability to vividly connect the past to the present 
and to provide a more complete picture of southwestern 
Connecticut’s diverse history and our shared future.

A Full House for Gilded Age Tours
In April, more than 150 people enjoyed an exclusive Gilded Age 
House Tour featuring the privately-owned Sturges “White” House 
(1855) and the Sturges Cottage (1840) located on Mill Plain Green. 
The event was offered in conjunction with Fairfield Museum’s special 
exhibition Money Talks: The Gilded Age in Fairfield.

Honoring  
Leonard Bernstein’s Legacy
In January, the Museum partnered with Sacred Heart 
University Community Theatre to present a rare, 
intimate afternoon celebrating the life and work of 
one of Fairfield’s most famous residents, composer 

Leonard Bernstein. A sold-
out theatre was mesmerized 
by acclaimed pianist Orin 
Grossman and Tony-Award-
winning actors Joanna 
Gleason and Santino 
Fontana performing many 
of Bernstein’s classic works, 
along with an intimate look 
into the famous composer’s 
life with Jamie Bernstein, 
Leonard Bernstein’s daughter 

and author of Famous Father Girl. Special thanks to 
producer Alan Neigher.

Opening of the New Pequot 
Trail in Southport Park
In partnership with the Sasquanaug Association and the 
National Park Service, the Fairfield Museum has opened 
an exciting new interpretive trail in Southport Park that 
explores the history and culture of the area’s Native American 
communities and the devastating impact of the 1637 Pequot 
War. New research materials on that conflict are also now 
available on the Museum’s website.



What’s on the Horizon
Special Tours in October
This October, the Fairfield Museum will be 
hosting spooky Lantern Tours, a special series 
of walking tours exploring East Cemetery and 
Bridgeport’s Mountain Grove Cemetery. Also, 
don’t miss the Museum’s exciting new Halloween 
tours that features a live performance diving into 
the history of Fairfield’s witchcraft trials. See 
www.fairfieldhistory.org for more information.

Upcoming Exhibits
Building an American Voice

Our newest exhibition Building an American 
Voice presents an illustrated timeline of important 
moments in Connecticut’s, and the nation’s, historic 
struggle to have everyone’s voice heard in the 
political arena. The exhibition is part of the Museum’s commemoration 
of the Declaration of Independence and includes rare objects and original 
documents that highlight how the history of freedom of assembly, speech, 
petition, and voting has helped achieve key victories in civil rights, voting, 
and other freedoms. 

The 250th Anniversary  
of the Declaration

In 2026 the nation 
will commemorate 
the 250th 

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 
In preparation, the Fairfield Museum is working with our 
cultural partners to plan a full roster of exciting exhibits and 

programs that tell inclusive stories, 
celebrate the Fairfield’s unique history 
and power of place, and encourage 
civic engagement. Stay tuned!

List of upcoming programs

•  2024 Fall Speaker Series | 
Connecticut Witch Trials: From 
Accusations to Exoneration Efforts: 
October 20, 1-2:30 pm

•  Accused! Fairfield Witchcraft Trial 
Tours: October 24-26

• Lantern Tours: October 26-30

•  Halloween on the Green:  
October 27, 12-4 pm

•  Research Your House Drop-In 
Session: November 2, 10 am-4 pm

•  2024 Fall Speaker Series | Mrs. 
Fisher: Danbury’s Marian Anderson: 
November 3, 1-2:30 pm

•  Holiday Wreath Workshop: 
November 16, 11 am-12:30 pm

•  Holiday Pop-Up Market:  
Friday, November 22 (4 to 7 pm) 
& Saturday, November 23  
(10 am to 4 pm)

•  Holiday Express Train Show: 
December 7-31

•  Lunar New Year Celebration: 
February 8, 10 am-1 pm

Welcome to the Toyshop! 

On view November 16, 2024 – April 13, 2025

Do you remember your favorite childhood 
toy? Just in time for the holidays, the Fairfield 
Museum’s upcoming exhibition Welcome to the 
Toyshop will be an immersive journey through the 
history of toys and Fairfield’s iconic toy shops.
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Anonymous (2) 
Michael and Edie Blair*
Kate and Ben Browning*
James and Christine Cook
Chris and Denise Daley*
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Tom and Alice Mindrum*
Joe and Mimi Rog*
Patti Spaght*
Paul and Alease Tallman
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Dr. and Mrs. Steven Cassell
Ann Cathcart
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Edward Gerber
Evelyn and William Gertz
Peter Gilbert and Annick Winokur
Craig Goos and Kerry Berchem
Christian I. & Hilma A. Gravesen  
   Memorial Fund
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Kelly McGovern and Steve Hurst
Capt. Patricia Miller, USN (Ret.)
Kathy and Russ Mitchell
Edward T. Mohylowski
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Nick and Amanda Morgan
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Arlene Murphy
David Nicol
Joan and Steven Panagos
Dan and Katharine Pengue
Brad and Jane Purcell
Jim and Candy Rice
Bill and Fleur Rueckert

Robert and Carolyn Russo
Maive F. Scully
Hugh and Sally Smith
Robert and Tanya Smith
Alicia Soto
Phil and Ina Trager
Judy and Alex Urquhart
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Annick Winokur
Peter and Rena Wiswell
The Zieff Family Fund
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Maureen Dewan and  
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Peter and Bridgett di Bonaventura
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Harry and Gloria French
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Joe and Lin Garni
Susan Gilgore
Hugh and Mary Gleason
Guy Gleysteen
John and Marcy Golden
William Herbert and Susan Graham
James Gray
David and Jessica Harris
Lori Hashizume and Douglas Fried
Thomas and Linda Heagy
The Heyn Family

Dave Huntington
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Don and Wendy Hyman
Anne R. Jackson
Christopher Jennings
Russ Jennings
Nancy Jones
Christopher Joy and  
   Cathy Velenchik
John Kauffman and Sharon Sanford
Matthew and Rachel Kelley
Jill Kelly
Mary Keresey
Kenneth and Katherine Kingsly
Michael and Reini Knorr
Lucinda Knuth
Joseph and Roberta Krajci
Robert and Bonnie Kreitler
Mr. and Mrs. G. Kinsey Lamb
Nancy Larsen
Robert and Marianne Laska
Urban and Patricia Leimkuhler
Charlotte Lee
John M. Lee and Mary Lou Morong
Leimkuhler Family Charitable Fund
William G. Lerchen 
Joel and Susan Lichtenstein
Robert and Inez Liftig
Pat and Walt Lohotsky
Brent and Anne Lowinger
Dave and Peggy Mahder
Elaine McCorry
Mary Lou McGuire
Paul and Judith Meyer
Katie Montgomery
Marian Bradley Morehouse
Michael and Amy Morgan
Janet and Peter Mott
John and Colleen Murphy
David Nelson
Jeff O’Brien
Peter and Alex Oldershaw
Joseph Ornig
Amy O’Shea
Christy Ottaviano and Kevin Ohe
Deborah and Jeffrey Owens
Giles and Lucia Payne
Betsy Perkin
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Pesce
Alan and Sue Peterson
Norma and Donald Peterson
Jessica Pleasants
Richard and Anne Pol
Ellen Powers
David and Judy Pressler
Gloria Redlener
Joe and Jeanne Reed
Beth Rhame and Christopher Wright
Gene and Leslie Riccio
Larry and Agnes Roberts
Jeffrey and Deborah Rogart
Sandra Rosenberg
The Royal Family
Estelle Rumely
Michael and Mary Rush
Elyse Santucci
Dick Saxl
Susan Schaller
Brian and Liz Schwinn
Janice Shackett
Andrea and Andrew Shantz
Chris and Amanda Shea
Walter and Barbara Siemon
Sidney Silliman
Christopher and Jennifer Smith
Ford and Mary-Jo Smith
Sally and Hugh Smith
H. Melanie Smith

Timothy Smith
Anthony Spardello
Richard and Virginia Speciale
Spic & Span Market LLC
Cornell Staeger
Thomas and Kathleen Steinke
Alloe Stokes
Bob and Annie Svensk
Davi and Benjamin Tash
Linda Teja
Tim and Beth Toy
Alan and Yumi Trapani
Catherine Tymniak
Christina Ulane and Kevin Sahl
Gail Usher
Brian Vahey and  
   Cristin McCarthy-Vahey
Rick Van Arnam and Laura Hunt
Dirk and Tove Vanderblue
Linda Vaughan
John Venezia
Barbara Viner
Bill and Christine Vitale
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Vitulano
Matthew and Candace Wagner
Karen Wakeman 
John Walker Family
Rob and Lindsay Wallace
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Watkins
Joshua Watson
Mark and Nina Weisser
Catie White
The Wiant Family
Laura and Packer Wilbur
Peter Wilson
Steven and Gail Wolff
Ami Wright and Hannes Grascher
Carolyn Wright-Gilroy and  
   John Gilroy
Gloria and Ed Yergeau

Under $100
Gwen and Parker Ackley
Robert and Jody Allen
American Online Giving Foundation
Mary Elizabeth Anderson
Tony and Barbara Andrade
Anonymous
Dorothy Baekey
Frances S. Baldwin
Harlan Bass
Alice Becker
Jane Beiles
John and Gail Bell
Eyal Berkowitz
Misty Beyer
Steve Bogan
Jonathan and Elaine Bowman
Benjamin and Alicia Bratton
Elizabeth Bresiger
James Bresse and Nicole Oravetz
Christine and Derek
Rick and Christine Brown
Professor Cecelia Bucki
Rebecca Bunnell
Morris Burr
“Dan Burstein and  
Julie O’Connor”
Paula Butturini
Jody Carlson
Robert and Tara Carlson
Zoe Carona
Kathleen Carroll
Linda Chandler
Robert and Judith Chessin
Walter and Jeanette Ciciora
Geraldine Cirella
Atilio and Karolyn Civcci

Annual Fund Donors Fiscal Year 2023 – 2024 
The Fairfield Museum is tremendously grateful to the following donors and members for supporting our many education 
and community programs. Donors are given the opportunity to provide name formats at the time gifts are made. Donors 
wishing to be listed differently in future publications may contact the Development Office at (203) 259-1598. List includes 
gifts made between July 1, 2023 and June 30, 2024.



John Clark
Gabi Coatsworth
Donna Coble
Jane Collen
Drew Coyne
Kim and Tommy Craig
Sarah Cunningham
Janice Curry
Alexis Czeterko
Barbara Daley
Richard and Helaine Davis
Trubee Davison
Doug and Patricia Defauw
Heidi DeGenaro
Marc and Meghan DeLaurentis
Janice and Michael DeLeonardis
Katharine DeLong
Elizabeth Dimock
Michael Dirende
Michael Dishey
Mr. and Mrs. Brian DiStassio
Karen and Richard Dmochowski
Dianne Dudas
Vicki Duguid
Michael and Charlotte Dyslin
Donald Edwards
Jason and Alexandra Elg
Bob and Peg Ellwanger
Naomi Erwich
Cheryl Eustace
Patricia Falk
Curtis Farr
Jan Fisher
Phyllis Fitzpatrick
Alice Flanagan
Mary Flanagan
Ellen Flynn
Kathleen Flynn
Thomas and Joyce Flynn
Tim and Pam Foarde
Judith Fox
Elizabeth Francis
Leslie Frankel
Diane and Jeff Frattaroli
Chris Fray
Adam and Shelly Frederick
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Freedman
Roberta Gagne
Richard and Deborah Gallagher
Steve and Elizabeth Galpin
Laura Galusha
Kathryn Garre Ayars
Maura Garych
Gay Gasser
Jim and Nancy Giaimo
David Gibson
Judith Gilmore
Hazen and Carol Goddard
Robyn Goldman
Wayne Goldman
Jim Golias
Kay Goyette
Patricia Goyette
Jennifer Graham
David Green
Gladys Gress
Robin Griskus
Carol Guastelle
Andre and Deanna Guilbert
Janet Habansky
The Hagedus Family
Laura Hanley
Jack and Sasha Harder
William Harrison
Sharol and Michael Harwood
James and Justine Hawley
Jonathan and Beth Hayes
Kim Healey and John McCreight
Mike and Cindy Herrington
John Herzog
Brendan and Tess Higgins
Kevin and Christie Higgins
Patricia Hines
Jill Hooper
Cecilia R. Hudzik
John Hunt
Rebecca Huselid
Anthony and Martha Ian
Ellen Jacob
Patricia Jacobson

Liz James
Holly Jardine
Karen Jennings
Sally Jennings
Peter Jennings
Denise Johnson
Patricia Johnson
Linda Joseph
Diane Kane
Susan and Ira Kaplan
Sarah Keenan
Sean and Jen Keresey
Patricia and John King
Shenton and Kelcey King
John and Patricia Kirmayer
Crescent Kral
Kuhl Family
Ellen Green Kuroghlian
Jane LaCorte
Susan LaCorte
Alice M. Lamberson
Jason and Christina Landon
Lynne Laukhuf
Katie Lawrence
Charles and Dorothy Lay
Katherine Lea
Bob Lee
Melissa Lee
Kristen Lee
Susan Lewis-Zeidell
Beverly Lichter
Linda Liles
Barbara Lucia
Laura Lugo
Robert Lynch
Rebecca Maben
Franklyn MacLean
Lauren Marcus and Jay Grushkin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Maresca
Lisa Marshalko
Joseph Mauro
Tulis McCall
Maura McCarthy
Patrick and Carol McCullough
Mary McCutcheon
Margaret McMann
Kathleen and Steve McNamara
Lydia Menendez
Betty Mercurio
Heath Meriweather
Joyce and Jim Miller
Frederick and Louise Miller
Bruce Minoff 
Ewan and Mary Carroll Mirylees
Michele and Dominick Modugno
Butzi Moffitt
Chris and Jeanine Monteiro
Michael and Deirdre Moore
James Morley
Caitlin and Kevin Muller
Cathy Mulrenan
Gloria Murphy
James and Katherine Nassef
Nest of Southport
Anna Newberg
Sandra-Ann Nolfo
Renee and Ron Noren
Deborah Noyes
Laura OBrien
Elizabeth Oderwald
Tom and Ryan Odinak
Jo-Ann Olsen
Donna Woods Orazio and  
   James P. Orazio
Dennis and Louise Orgera
Michael and Jessica Osborn
Barbara C. Osborne
Theodore Ostrowski
Robert Ouimette and Lee Hirsch
Mary Palmieri Gai
Amelia Panico
Marie Pomeroy and Luke Adovasio
Kaitlin Poole
Gary W. Potmesil
Marc and Allyson Power
Robert Purcell and  
   Christine Hannafey
Eric and Stephanie Purzycki
Linda and Ray Quinlan
Howard Raabe

Virginia and John Rabacs
Susan Radel
Thomas and Kelly Raskauskas
Joseph Reed
Ann Reeves
Rose-Mary Reidy
Richard Shaw Reinhardsen
Joseph Rende
Susan Rhodes
Nina Riccio
Jeffrey Richards
Wayne and Judith Ritchie
Adina and William Roberts
Patricia Rock
Judy Ruge
Meg Ryan
Virginia V. Sanford
Dianne Saunders
Glenn Scheuer
Andrea and Daniel Schley
Michael and Phyllis Schmerbeck
Cristy Schnauffer
Joan E. Sclare
Robert and Gail Seirup
Robert and Harriet Selverstone
David Shackett
Gail Sheriff
Barbara Siegenfeld
JoAnne and Philip Smith
Christopher and Mimi Smith
Joseph and Janice Sopata
Mark Staples
Ann and Grove Stoddard
Richard and Marian Stone
Kit Story
Linda Strohmeyer
Randie Sutherland
Diane Sweeney
Elizabeth Sweeney
Joan Swenson
Maddie Theodore
Anne Thompson
Jennifer Titrud
Patricia Torpie
Vita Toscano
Michael Turin
Hannah and Jim Vallerie
Richard and Claire Van De Berghe
Doug and Catharine Van Tornhout
Kathleen Veenker
Andrew and Carolyn Wagenseller
Robin Wakeman
Christine Walsh and John Toal
Denise and Ed Walsh
Keren Warner
Leigh Warner
Rita Waterman
Kimberly Weigle
Steven Weiss
Joan and Marshall Weiss
Stephen and Rita Weisskoff
Anthony Wellman
Bob and Deanna Whittredge
Marilyn E. Wiegman
Stephanie Wilcox Darr
Bruce Williams
John Robert and Kendra Williamson
Jessica Wilson
Lauren and Grant Winston
James and Kelly Wright
Marianne Zadrovicz 
 
* Board Member

Foundations and  
Corporate Sponsors 
The Fairfield Museum is grateful to the 
following foundations, granting agencies,  
and businesses for supporting our exhibitions 
and community programs:
AARP Community Challenge
Bafflin Foundation
Bank of America
Bankwell
Bartlett Tree Experts
Believe, LLC
Bigelow Tea
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Brody Wilkinson, PC
Brooklyn Robot Foundry
Cindy Raney & Team-Coldwell Banker Global Luxury
Community Development Block Grant
Connecticut Arts Endowment Fund
CT Humanities
David and Eunice Bigelow Foundation
Denise Walsh & Partners
The Digital Chameleon
Thomas & Jeanne Elmezzi Private Foundation
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Fairfield County’s Community Foundation
Fairfield Rotary Club
Fidelity St Johns No 3 AF and AM
Hatfield Insurance Agency, Inc.
Junkluggers
Kleban Properties
Knights of Columbus, Father Coleman Council
Lesko Funeral Home
The M&T Charitable Foundation
National Charity League
National Endowment for the Humanities
National Park Service
Oaklawn Cemetery and Arboretum
The PTM Charitable Foundation
R. C. Bigelow Inc.
The Russell Agency, LLC
The Shack Sackler Foundation
Spear Miller Funeral Home
TD Bank Charitable Foundation
Town of Fairfield
The Ernest C. and Joan Trefz Foundation
U.S. Department of Education
Yale University, Office of the University Librarian

Includes contributions from 7/1/2023 through 6/30/2024



Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Financial Overview  
To view our financials, visit www.fairfieldhistory.org/support/

Get Social with Us!

Keep up with all of the exciting things 
happening at the Fairfield Museum! 
Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter 
at fairfieldhistory.org and follow us 
on social: 

Facebook: 
@FairfieldMuseum

Instagram: 
@fairfieldmuseumhistorycenter

YouTube: 
@FairfieldMuseumandHistoryCenter

LinkedIn: 
@Fairfield-Museum

Where our 
funding 

came from

What it 
paid for

Town of 
Fairfield 6%

Endowment 
Income 30%

Earned 
Income 17%

Museum Programs and 
Community Services 76%

Grants and 
Foundations 12%

Administration 
14%

Fundraising 10%

Contributed 
Income 35%

Donate with 
Confidence! 
Fairfield Museum is consistently 
awarded top marks by charity 
watchdogs for its efficient use of 
donor contributions, including 
Charity Navigator’s highest 4-star 
rating and Guidestar’s Platinum 
distinction. You can be certain 
that your gift will directly support 
the community programs that are 
needed most. 




